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Finding God’s Will for Your Life 

(Colossians 1:9-14) 

After becoming a Christian, nothing is more important than finding God’s will for your life. Therefore, 
Paul informs the Colossians he is praying they will be filled with the knowledge of his will (1:9c). The 
word translated filled (PLĒROŌ, play-rah´-o) means “to be controlled by.” How can we “be controlled by” 
God’s will? To answer that question, Paul uses three words: knowledge, wisdom, and understanding. 

But where do we find the knowledge, wisdom, and understanding we need to discover God’s will? In the 
Bible! The Bible reveals God has two kinds of wills for our lives: a moral, or general, will and a 
specific, or special, will. God’s moral will is the same for all believers. How does 1 Thessalonians 4:3b 
express one area of God’s moral will for everyone? 

 

 

God also has a specific will, which at least to some degree is different for each believer. For example, 
whom does God want you to marry? As a Christian, you have a choice in the matter—within certain 
guidelines. What principle does 2 Corinthians 6:14a give us concerning God’s specific will for choosing 
a marriage partner? 

 

 

Finding God’s specific will requires first being obedient to His moral will as revealed in the Bible, 
which has at least five requirements ... 

Walk worthily (1:10a) 

We must walk worthy of the Lord (1:10a). The word walk refers to lifestyle or conduct. The word translated 
worthy (AXIŌS, ox-ee´-oce) means “of equal weight.” Therefore, if we are worthy, our ethics and integrity 
are equal to God’s standards. How does 1 Peter 1:15 describe what it means to be worthy? 

 

Having the right biblical knowledge, wisdom, and understanding leads to right living, which is a holy 
life. To find God’s will for your life, walk worthily and ... 

Work fruitfully (1:10b-c) 

If we walk worthily, our lives will be pleasing to the Lord and we will be fruitful in every good work 
(1:10b). This means we continuously bear fruit in our character and conduct. Also, if our every good work 
is pleasing to the Lord, we will be filled with the nine components of the fruit of the Holy Spirit, which 
are a word picture of Christ (Gal. 5:22-23). 
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As we grow and bear fruit, we will continually increase in the knowledge of God (1:10c). The first 
chapter of Psalms describes a righteous person who bears fruit. Such a person delights in the law of the 
LORD, the Word of God, and will meditate day and night on it (Psa. 1:2). The word meditate means 
reflecting upon God’s Word with the purpose of applying it to our lives. When the Bible is applied daily 
to our lives, what is the result, according to Psalm 1:3a-c? 

 

 

The fruit appears at the proper time, not necessarily immediately. Its leaf also shall not wither refers to 
good spiritual health. 

Finding God’s will includes: walk worthily, work fruitfully, and ... 

Withstand mightily (1:11a-c) 

“Knowledge is power” is an often-used maxim. Nowhere is this truer than in the Christian life. The result 
of increasing in the knowledge of God’s Word and will is might, or strength (1:11a). The more we know 
about God’s Word and His will, the more we are able to do all things through Christ, who strengthens us 
(Philip 4:13). 

As we do God’s will, He strengthens us so we can withstand temptation and discouragement with 
patience because of His glorious power (1:11a-c). He also gives us supernatural power through the Holy 
Spirit (Eph. 3:16). How does Ephesians 3:20 describe the result? 

 

 

Isn’t that amazing? As we are obedient to God’s will as revealed in His Word, we are empowered by the 
Holy Spirit to accomplish God’s will! Never forget this truth: Wherever God guides, He provides. He 
provides the spiritual power to accomplish His will. Therefore, when we do God’s will, we experience 
what prayer of Paul’s in Ephesians 6:10? 

 

 

To find God’s will for your life, walk worthily, work fruitfully, withstand mightily, and ... 

Wait joyfully (1:11d) 

As a result of receiving God’s might and power when we do His will, we will have longsuffering with 
joyfulness (1:11d). Many people think if they find and follow God’s will, all their problems and trials will 
disappear. Quite the contrary, when we decide to follow God’s will, we encounter more trials than ever 
before. This is because the truth of 1 Peter 5:8b is manifested to the maximum when we do God’s will. 
Write it below: 
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If we are not trying to do God’s will, why would the devil waste his energy on us? The more we attempt 
to live for God, the more the Evil One attacks and tries to devour our desire to do God’s will. 

When we experience trials, nothing is a greater witness to the world than their seeing us wait joyfully for 
our problems to pass. During a storm at sea, the joyfulness of the Moravian Christians convinced John 
Wesley their faith was genuine. Their obvious joy resulted in him coming to Christ. Along with his 
brother Charles, John Wesley later founded the Methodist church. 

Charles Spurgeon was lecturing a class of preachers on the importance of making their facial 
expressions harmonize with the sermon. He said: “When you speak of heaven, let your face light up, let 
it radiate with heavenly gleam, let your eyes shine with reflected glory. But when you speak of hell—
well, your ordinary face will do.” 

When we have problems, many believers go around with “ordinary” faces that make us look like we are 
on our way to hell. Instead, during our trials, we should joyfully obey what command in Psalm 27:14? 

 

 

Finding God’s will requires: walk worthily, work fruitfully, withstand mightily, wait joyfully, 
and ... 

Worship thankfully (1:12-14) 

As we do God’s will and grow spiritually, we realize all the many ways God has blessed us in Christ. As 
a result, we will continually give thanks unto the Father (1:12a). The word translated Father signifies “a 
nourisher, protector, and upholder.” Listen! Apart from Christ, God is only our Judge. But in Christ, He 
is our Father. There are at least three reasons to worship thankfully. 

First, in Christ, God has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light (1:12b). We 
qualified to receive our share of the inheritance when we were saved. However, the actual possession of 
the inheritance is in the future. The best part of our inheritance is described in Revelation 21:4. 
Personalize it and write it below: 

 

 

Second, we should worship thankfully because God has delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son (1:13). This happens when we are saved. The power 
of darkness refers to the sphere of Satan’s jurisdiction. Without Christ, we are hopelessly lost in spiritual 
darkness. We cannot see to find our way out until we encounter the light of the world (Jn 8:12). We are 
then spiritually translated to the kingdom of God’s Son. How is God’s kingdom, into which believers are 
transplanted, described in Romans 14:17b? 
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Last but not least, in Christ we also have redemption, which is the forgiveness of sins (1:14). 

To find God’s will for your life, 

• walk worthily,  
• work fruitfully,  
• withstand mightily,  
• wait joyfully, and  
• worship thankfully.  

	


