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Letting Jesus Fulfill All Your Needs 

(Colossians 1:15-23) 

There are four things everyone needs to be happy. Even though we are all packaged a little differently on 
the outside and are unique in many ways, on the inside we all have the same four basic needs. One of life’s 
most distressing realizations is that people, prestige, power, or possessions never satisfy these needs. 
However, the good news is Jesus Christ can fulfill all four basic needs, beginning with ... 

The Need To Know God (1:15-17) 

Paul writes that Jesus is the image of the invisible God (1:15a). The word translated image (EIKŌN, i-kone´) 
is the word from which we get “icon,” which means a “representation.” However, the Greek word involves 
two more factors. First is likeness, meaning Jesus is the exact likeness, or mirror image, of God. How is 
this expressed in Hebrews 1:3b? 

 
 

The second factor is manifestation. The Greek word doesn’t denote a weak copy; it implies 
manifestation of the essence of something. In other words, Jesus doesn’t just show us what God looks 
like; He makes God’s essence known to us. This is revealed in what Jesus says to Philip in John 14:9c. 
Write it below: 

 

 

Jesus Christ is God with skin on His face. He is also the firstborn of every creature (1:15b). Some cults 
use this phrase to teach that Jesus was the first person God created and therefore cannot possibly be 
equal with God. 

However, the Greek word translated firstborn (PRŌTOTOKOS, proto-tok´-os) refers to the firstborn child 
in a family. In the Middle East, the firstborn son received the birthright, which entitled him to a double 
inheritance and family leadership upon the death of the father. Therefore, the term firstborn refers to the 
rights of inheritance and leadership, or headship, of a family. Used here, firstborn refers to the fact Jesus 
is the head of the church and supreme over all creation. According to Revelation 19:16b, what is written 
on the robe and thigh of the glorified Jesus? 

 

 

Paul further explains that Jesus is the true God, who created everything in heaven, and ... in earth, 
visible and invisible (1:16a). The words thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers probably refer to 
various ranks of angels (1:16b). Jesus Christ is not simply a part of creation; He is the Creator of all 
things, including angels (1:16c). 
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To grasp a vague idea of Jesus’ power, consider the universe. The universe is so big that a scale model 
cannot be made. For example, if a scale model reduced earth’s size to a one-inch ball, the nearest star 
(other than the sun), Alpha Centauri (sen-taw´-ree), would have to be placed nearly 51,000 miles away. 
The model couldn’t be put on earth because the circumference of the earth at the equator is only 24,900 
miles. However, not only does the magnitude of His creation boggle our minds, but so does the 
smallness of it, such as atoms and molecules that are invisible to human eyes. All these things were 
created by Jesus and for him. But what else does Colossians 1:17 tell us about Jesus Christ? 

 
 

The word translated consist means “adhere” or “held in order.” Who keeps the planets rotating in order 
around the sun? Who keeps the earth moving around the sun in an elliptical (oval) orbit of 66,000 mph 
at an average distance from the sun of ninety-two million miles? Who holds together the rapidly moving 
electrons, neutrons, and protons in all matter? Who created and controls all things? Jesus Christ! 

When we receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, He meets the need to know God. Jesus can also 
fulfill ... 

The Need To Be Loved (1:18-20) 

To understand how much God loves us, we must understand He chose to enter His own creation in a body 
of flesh and blood to die for us on the cross. He was then resurrected that He might become the head of 
the body, the church (1:18a). Christ is the head of the church; we are the hands and feet—the parts through 
whom He accomplishes His will. 

Jesus is also the beginning, the firstborn from the dead (1:18b). Here, as in verse 15, the term firstborn 
refers to rank or position, not chronology. Christ was not the first person raised from the dead, nor was 
He the first to raise a person from the dead. In 1 Kings 17, God tells Elijah to go to Zarephath (Zair´-uh-
fath) in Sidon. There he encounters a widow whose son has died. Elijah stretches himself out over the 
boy’s body three times, praying to the Lord for his life to return. Then, what happens, according to 1 
Kings 17:22? 

 

Also, the Gospels record that Jesus Himself raised three people from the dead (Mt 9:25; Lk 7:15; Jn 
11:44). However, these resurrections were only restorations to normal life because all three died again. 
Jesus’ resurrection was different because though He died and was buried, he rose again and is alive for 
evermore (Rev. 1:18b). 

Christ was the first Person to rise from the dead never to die again. He broke death’s hold on us (1 Cor. 
15:22). Therefore, in everything Christ became preeminent, or supreme, even in death (1:18c). 

Next, Paul writes it pleased God the Father to have His fulness, or completeness, dwell in Christ (1:19). 
With this statement Paul is refuting the Greek and Gnostic idea that Jesus could not be fully human and 
fully divine at the same time. What does all this mean to you and me? Read Colossians 1:20 and explain: 
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The word reconcile means “the renewing of a friendly relationship between disputing people.” Jesus 
returned our relationship with God to the way it was before the Fall in the Garden of Eden. This 
reconciliation was accomplished by the blood of Jesus on the cross (1:20a; Jn 3:16). Jesus fulfills our 
needs to know God, to be loved, and ... 

The Need for Forgiveness (1:21-22) 

Before coming to Christ, we were all alienated and enemies in our minds, by wicked works (1:21). The 
word alienated means “estranged” or “separated” from God. The phrase enemies in your mind means we 
have an attitude that reveals itself in wicked works. Why are pornography, sex, violence, and profane 
things so prevalent on TV, in movies, in magazines, on the internet, etc? Because the world is an enemy 
of God’s holy ways! 

However, because Christ died for us on the cross, we are now reconciled and can be presented holy and 
unblameable and unreproveable before God (1:22). The word holy means consecrated, or dedicated, to 
God—as opposed to being hostile to Him. The word unblameable means “faultless,” or without any 
outstanding fault. It is the end result of the process called “sanctification.” 

The phrase unreproveable means “free from accusation.” It means no sin that has been confessed to God 
and forsaken can ever be brought up again in the divine court of justice. How does God declare this truth 
to Peter through a vision (Acts 10:15b)? 

 

 

The word translated common (KOINOŌ, koy-no´-o) means “unclean” or “defiled.” The last phrase of 
Colossians 1:22—in his sight—puts into perspective all Christ does for us. If we are in Christ, God sees 
us as undefiled by sin. You and I cannot see all the wonderful effects of the Cross for those who are 
saved, but God can. 

Not only does Jesus meet the need to know God, the need to be loved, and the need for forgiveness, 
but also ... 

The Need for Hope (1:23) 

How can we know we have truly had an experience with Christ that fulfills all our needs? The answer is 
if ye continue in the faith (1:23a). The answer is really summed up in one word—continue. How does 
Jesus express this fact in John 8:31b? 

 

 

The proof that reconciliation, or salvation, has occurred is that you continue being grounded and settled, 
and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard (1:23b-c). If you have a 
genuine, life-changing experience with Christ, you will continue to follow Him. You may get off course, 
like King David or the prodigal son, but you will return. What promise in Philippians 1:6b gives us 
confident hope of our salvation? 


