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Growing in Christ 

(Colossians 2:1-7) 

Becoming all God wants you to be requires continually growing in Christ. That’s what Paul yearned for 
in all believers. Therefore, he writes: For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for 
them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh (2:1). The word translated conflict 
(AGŌN, ah´-goan) is the Greek word from which we get the word “agony.” Paul’s heart agonized over the 
confusion caused by the false teachers at Colossae, which kept the believers from growing in Christ. He 
wants all believers to be able to experience what exhortation in 2 Peter 3:18a? 

 

 

Paul was also concerned about the believers at Laodicea, which was about eleven miles northwest of 
Colossae. This church was probably founded by one of Paul’s converts from his ministry at Ephesus 
(Acts 19:10). Therefore, neither the people at Colossae nor Laodicea had seen him face to face. Paul 
loved the whole church, not just those he knew personally. We should do the same. If we do, we will 
want everyone to grow in Christ, which involves four elements found in this passage. 

1. Comfort (2:2a) 

To grow spiritually, every believer needs comfort, or encouragement. Paul writes: That their hearts might 
be comforted (2:2a). The word translated comforted (PARAKALEŌ, par-uh-kuh-leh´-oh) refers to coming 
near to encourage. Everybody needs a cheerleader in their spiritual lives. I do, and so do you, because 
living the Christian life can sometimes be very discouraging. That’s why we have what command in 1 
Thessalonians 4:18? 

 

 

What are these words? The words in the Bible. When believers are discouraged because they have fallen 
into sin, we can use the words in the Bible to comfort them. We can remind them of great saints, like 
King David, who sinned and received God’s forgiveness and restoration. If they are discouraged because 
the Christian life is a struggle, we can tell them about the greatest OT prophet, Elijah, who became so 
discouraged he asked God to take his life (1 Kgs. 19:4). The local church is the original support group 
established by God to comfort and encourage. Being a comfort to others includes obeying what 
command in Hebrews 10:25a-c? 

 

 

Growing in Christ requires comfort and ... 
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2. Connection (2:2b) 

A growing Christian must have the “love connection” Paul describes as being knit together in love (2:2b). 
This means we do everything we can to resolve disagreements, so anger, suspicion, and hostility do not 
exist in our relationships. A priority for someone growing in Christ is developing “love connections” that 
result in unity and harmony in the church. This means we obey what command in Ephesians 4:31? 

 

 

If we are growing in Christ, we will not gossip about our brothers and sisters in Christ or spread rumors 
in the church. Instead, we continually work on building the “love connection.” 

To grow in Christ, we must have comfort, connection, and ... 

3. Confidence (2:2c-5) 

We must be sure of what is ours in Christ. Paul describes this confidence as the full assurance of 
understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ (2:2c). In 
other words, there is no understanding or knowledge of God apart from a personal relationship with Christ. 
As we get to know Christ, He gives us full assurance that we know God. 

In Christ are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (2:3). This was a blow to the false teachers 
at Colossae who claimed to have a higher level of wisdom and knowledge. Paul makes it clear ALL, not 
just some, spiritual wisdom and knowledge are found in Christ. We don’t need the visions of a television 
preacher, or the writings of a cult leader or false teacher; we just need Christ. 

Every believer must understand Christ is ALL they need so no one may beguile them with enticing 
words (2:4). We must have full assurance, or confidence, that in Christ we have ALL spiritual 
knowledge so no one can deceive us with persuasive arguments. That’s why we have what warning in 2 
John 1:10? 

 

 

The next time a Mormon, Jehovah’s Witness, or any other cult member comes to your house, don’t talk 
to them. They are highly trained to deceive you with enticing words. Just say, “No, thank you. The Bible 
has all the Truth I need. Please leave!” Doing anything to greet or encourage that person is taking part in 
his evil deeds (2 Jn 1:11). 

Paul warns the Colossians of the dangers of listening to those who would add to the Gospel. Then, he 
praises them for not doing so by writing he is rejoicing to see their order, and the steadfastness of their 
faith in Christ (2:5). The word order (TAXIS, tox´-is) translates a military term that pictures an orderly 
group of well-disciplined soldiers who don’t break rank. Therefore, Paul sees the Colossians as an army 
under attack and rejoices that their lines are unbroken, because they exhibit steadfastness in their faith. 

Elements of growing in Christ include: comfort, connection, confidence, and ... 
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4. Christian Conduct (2:6-7) 

Paul sums up what it means to grow in Christ: As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk ye in him (2:6). We are to walk, or live, in Christ the same way we originally received Him. How did 
we receive Him? By faith! How does 2 Corinthians 5:7 describe what it means to grow in Christ? 

 

 

In verse seven, Paul uses the words rooted, built up, stablished, and abounding to describe how we grow 
in Christ. First, we are rooted in Him. We are not spiritual “tumbleweeds,” having no roots and being 
blown around by every wind of doctrine (Eph. 4:14). What determines the height and strength of a tree? 
The depth of its roots! The same is true in our Christian lives. The degree of our spiritual growth is 
determined by the depth of our spiritual roots in Christ. 

Second, to grow in Christ we must be built up in him (2:7b). This refers to the process called 
sanctification, in which we become more and more like Jesus. When you begin construction of a 
building, you know from the start what you want it to look like when it is completed. Each of us is a 
spiritual building under construction that begins at salvation and continues for the rest of our lives. God 
knows the end result of what He is constructing in our lives. One day, we will all be complete. What 
God wants us to be has not yet been revealed (1 Jn 3:2a). When will we be totally who God wants us to 
be and what will we be then (1 Jn 3:2b-c)? 

 

Third, Paul writes that growing in Christ requires being stablished in the faith (2:7c). This carries the 
idea of becoming increasingly stable or firm in the faith. How are we established in the faith so we can 
continue to grow? By being taught the Word of God (2:7d). 

The fourth characteristic Paul mentions is the result of the other three. It is abounding therein with 
thanksgiving (2:7e). A growing Christian overflows with thanksgiving. The language of our culture is 
continually becoming more and more vulgar, irreverent, and filthy. Why? We are living in a culture that 
is becoming less and less thankful to God for all of His blessings! How does Ephesians 5:4 describe the 
speech of a growing Christian? 

 

This verse is not teaching that humor is wrong. The word translated foolish (MŌROS, mow´-ros) is the 
word from which we get our word “moron.” In this context it refers to having a vulgar mouth and 
speaking foolishly like a drunk. 

In my sermons and teaching, I like to use what I call “holy humor.” Sometimes the most spiritual thing I 
do is make the unhappy members of my flock laugh. Joking just comes naturally to me because it is a 
part of the personality God gave me. Spirituality isn’t being sad and solemn. We need to remember what 
spiritual truth found in Proverbs 17:22? 


