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Why Jesus Is All We Need 

(Colossians 2:8-15) 

In every generation, as in Paul’s day, false teachers try to convince us something needs to be added to 
Jesus Christ. Many deceived people give up all their worldly possessions to follow some “guru” or cult 
leader who claims to have a special revelation from God. God doesn’t want us to be taken captive by 
philosophy and vain deceit based on tradition of men and elementary principles of the world rather than 
believing on Jesus alone (2:8). 

The word philosophy comes from two Greek words: PHILOS, which means “love,” and SOPHIA, which 
means “wisdom.” Philosophy is the love of wisdom. Here it refers to worldly wisdom, which is vain 
deceit, rather than the teachings of Christ. This includes everything from the “Playboy” philosophy to 
secular humanism—anything that seeks to capture our minds. It also includes religious cults, all of 
which were started by religious philosophers who added their own philosophies to the Gospel. We 
should love wisdom, but it must be the right kind of wisdom. How does Proverbs 9:10a describe the 
right kind of wisdom? 

 

No one English word can fully express the Hebrew word translated fear (YIR’Â, year-aw´), but it 
includes submission, reverence, and awe. 

How can we prevent ourselves and our loved ones from being captured by the philosophy and vain 
deceit of a cultic, enslaving false teacher? By understanding why Jesus is all we need. Here are at least 
three reasons ... 

He is all we need to know about God (2:9) 

Why, according to Colossians 2:9? 

 

The word translated fulness (PLĒRŌMA, play´-row-mah) means “the sum total.” Jesus is the sum total of 
God and is everything we need to know about Him and His will for our lives. John tells us, the Word 
[Jesus] was God (Jn 1:1c). Then, what do we discover in John 1:14a? 

 

Jesus is God who came to earth in flesh and blood. We can see the fullness of God in his work in the 
heavens and creation around us. But in Christ we see the face of God. Christ is the sole Temple of Deity 
in whom the divine glories are stored. How can we go anywhere else but to him? 

Everything our finite minds can comprehend about God is revealed in Jesus Christ. Jesus is all we need 
to know about God and ... 
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He is all we need for salvation (2:10-14) 

Paul puts it like this: And ye are complete in him (2:10a). The word translated complete (PLĒROŌ, play-
rah´-o) means furnished or filled. It originally referred to a ship totally outfitted and made ready for a 
voyage. When we receive Christ as Savior, we are not everything we should be and can be, but we do 
have everything we need for life’s spiritual voyage. How does 2 Peter 1:3a express this truth? 

 

Jesus is the head of all principality and power (2:10b). This means Jesus has power over all forces that 
exist in the universe. In Christ, we lack nothing we need to know God and live for Him. 

Paul continues: In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands (2:11a). The 
rite of circumcising all male descendants of Abraham at the age of eight days was to show faith in God’s 
promise to Abraham (Gen. 17:1-14). However, some Jews who had become Christians believed physical 
circumcision was essential for salvation and therefore had to be added to Christ. Yet, circumcision—like 
water baptism—was symbolic. It symbolized “cutting off” the old life of sin and submitting to God 
(Deut. 10:16). 

Spiritual circumcision is putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ (2:11b-
c). This means Christ performs “spiritual circumcision” by cutting away our sinful nature. The sign, or 
evidence, of spiritual circumcision is a desire to live a new life. Christ sets us free from our sinful 
desires by a spiritual surgery, not a physical one. This spiritual circumcision takes place the moment we 
receive Christ. In Christ, our old lives pass away, and we become new creations in Him (2 Cor. 5:17). 

We are buried with him in baptism, wherein we are also risen with him (2:12a-b). Just as there are two 
kinds of circumcision, physical and spiritual, there are two kinds of baptism, physical and spiritual. How 
does Jesus explain spiritual baptism in Acts 1:5? 

 

Since Paul is explaining spiritual circumcision in verse 11, he is referring to spiritual baptism in verse 
12. Water baptism pictures a spiritual reality. It pictures, or symbolizes, our identification with Christ’s 
death, burial, and resurrection and that we are spiritually raised to walk in a new life (Rom. 6:3-4). 
However, spiritual baptism, not physical, is the evidence of our salvation. How is this fact described in 1 
Corinthians 12:13a? 

 

Salvation comes exclusively through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised Christ from the 
dead (Col. 2:12c). The power that raised Jesus from the dead is the same power that saves and changes 
us. That same power also enables us to do God’s will (Philip 2:13). 

Before salvation we were dead in our sins and the uncircumcision of our flesh (2:13a). The word dead 
describes the spiritual state of every human being apart from Christ. It is being dead to spiritual stimuli. 
People who are physically dead are unable to respond to physical stimuli. If I fell over dead and 
someone spoke to me, I wouldn’t hear them. If they kicked me, I wouldn’t feel it, because I’m 
physically dead. 
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In the same way, spiritually dead people don’t respond to spiritual things. When they read the Bible, it 
doesn’t make sense and doesn’t inspire them. They think worship services are a boring waste of their 
time. Natural, or unsaved, people don’t understand the things of the Spirit of God (1 Cor. 2:14a). Why 
(2:14b-c)? 

 
 

However, God quickened us together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses (Col. 2:13b-c). God 
made us alive with Christ when He forgave all our sins. There can be no spiritual life apart from the 
forgiveness of sin. Forgiveness is blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which 
was contrary to us (2:14a). The word translated handwriting of ordinances refers to a certificate 
handwritten by the debtor to acknowledge his debt, much like signing a credit card receipt. Therefore, 
this record of debt is a ledger of our trespasses against God’s Law. 

The phrase that was against us means the record cries out for payment. It is an enormous sin debt we 
can never pay. The phrase blotting out the handwriting means to wipe out, like erasing a chalkboard or 
marker board, or shaking an “Etch A Sketch®.” 

Paul explains how God did this in Christ: He took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross” (2:14b). What 
can we do about our past-due sin bill? We can only let God take the Cross—damp with Jesus’ blood—
and wipe away the handwriting of ordinances that stands against us. Read Ephesians 1:7 and explain: 

 

 

As the lyrics of the old hymn tell us: “What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.” 

Jesus is all we need because He is all we need to know about God, all we need for salvation, and ... 

He is all we need for victorious living (2:15) 

Jesus spoiled principalities and powers (2:15a). The word translated spoiled literally means “stripped,” as 
in stripping a defeated enemy of its weapons and armor on the battlefield. Jesus stripped all principalities 
and powers of their evil authority over us. 

Jesus made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it (2:15b). On the cross He publicly exposed 
the failure of satanic powers to interrupt God’s plan of salvation. God wants us to know that though evil 
powers still exist, they are disarmed before His followers. Because of Christ’s victory, we do not have to 
live in fear of Satan’s power. We don’t need mediums, good luck charms, or astrologers to protect and 
guide us—all we need is Jesus. We know we have this victory because of what truth in 1 John 5:4? 

 

 

Jesus is all we need to know about God, all we need for salvation, and all we need for victorious 
living.	


