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Finishing Life Well 

(Joshua 13-14) 

It has been said the most difficult instrument to play in life is “second fiddle.” The phrase “play second 
fiddle” means taking a subordinate role. It alludes to the part of second fiddle, or violin, in an orchestra. 
One of the most difficult things in life is faithfully doing your best when someone else gets the attention 
and credit. No one played “second fiddle” throughout his life better than Joshua’s faithful friend Caleb. 

Caleb’s faithfulness is unsurpassed in the Bible. His life is a wonderful example of finishing life well, 
which has at least three requirements ... 

Avoid Envy 

Little is known about Caleb, but what we do know indicates he was equal to Joshua in his unwavering 
commitment to the Lord. Caleb was of the tribe of Judah (Num. 13:6). We are introduced to him at the 
Israelites’ first opportunity to enter the Promised Land, prior to the wilderness wanderings. Twelve spies, 
including Joshua and Caleb, return from scouting out the land. Ten of the spies give a very gloomy report 
about strong armies and large fortified cities (Num. 13:28). After their report discourages the people, what 
does Caleb say to quiet the Israelites (Numbers 13:30)? 

 

 

Caleb spoke up in faith. Although Joshua certainly agreed, Caleb took the lead in encouraging the people. 
Because of their faith, only Caleb and Joshua from the original 600,000 men who left Egypt (Ex 12:37) 
were allowed to enter the Promised Land. The rest died during the wilderness wanderings. When Joshua 
was chosen by God as Moses’ successor, Caleb did everything he could to support him, without the 
slightest hint of envy or selfish ambition. What awesome warning does James 3:16 give about envy or 
jealousy? 

 
 

The word translated envying (zēlos, zay´-los) can also be translated “jealousy.” Envy wants what someone 
else has and causes us to be blind to our own blessings. It is the worst of all evils because it leads to the 
worst of all sins. Just before he orders Jesus to be crucified, Pilate understands something that illustrates 
this truth. What does Mark 15:10 tell us? 

 

 

We are all tempted to envy when we see someone else receive more attention and success than we do. 
God often tests our devotion to Him by seeing how we react when He blesses others. 

To finish life well, avoid envy and ... 
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Align with God’s Promises (13:1-14:15) 

At the end of chapter twelve not all the land is conquered, but the main military threats have been defeated 
throughout the land. Joshua is now old and stricken in years (13:1a). 

Joshua is probably in his eighties and later dies at 110 (24:29). The Lord tells him there is still much land 
to be taken. He then gives Joshua instructions not only for taking the rest of the land but also for dividing 
the land west of Jordan among the nine tribes and half the tribe of Manasseh. God also commands that the 
other half of Manasseh and the tribes of Reuben and Gad receive the land they requested on the east side 
of Jordan (13:8-33). The tribe of Levi receives no tribal land but is given towns to live in with 
pasturelands for their livestock (21:2). Therefore, the Levites are scattered among the tribes so they can 
better serve as teachers and priests. 

As Joshua is finishing the task of dividing the inheritance, his longtime, loyal friend comes to him. Caleb 
has suffered with Joshua for forty years in the wilderness and faithfully fought to capture the Promised 
Land. Caleb now reminds Joshua of a promise Moses made to him more than forty years earlier. Caleb’s 
request contains a brief, moving autobiography of his life. Caleb reveals his unwavering faith when he 
says to Joshua, Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadeshbarnea to 
espy out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in mine heart. 8Nevertheless my brethren that 
went up with me made the heart of the people melt (14:7-8a). Then, what does Caleb honestly say in 
Joshua 14:8b? 

 

 

Faithful Caleb has never wavered in trusting God’s promises and aligning himself with them. He now 
reminds Joshua of what Moses swore to him on that day: Surely the land whereon thy feet have trodden 
shall be thine inheritance, and thy children’s for ever, because thou hast wholly followed the LORD my 
God (14:9). 

 
 

Caleb continues by telling Joshua the Lord has kept him alive for forty-five years since that time, while 
Israel wandered in the wilderness, and now he is eighty-five years old. Yet, he confidently says, As yet I 
am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me. Therefore, he respectfully asks Joshua to 
give him the mountain the Lord promised him (14:10-12a). Caleb is asking for the mountain, or hill 
country, that is still inhabited by the Anakims (an´-uh-kims). These giants were part of the sons of Anak, 
or Nephilim (nef´-uh-lim), who the ten spies said made the Israelites look like grasshoppers in 
comparison (Num. 13:33). Caleb also knows the land promised him has fortified cities and will be very 
difficult to take (14:12b-c). However, what does he say in Joshua 14:12c? 

 

Joshua blesses Caleb and gives him the mountain that includes the city of Hebron (14:13), which was 
about twenty miles south of Jerusalem. It would have been easy for this great, faithful warrior of the Lord 
to ask for some of the choice areas of land that had already been conquered where he could settle down 
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and spend his remaining years in peace. Instead, he asks for the area that struck terror in the hearts of the 
ten spies. 

The mountain had a nearby city named Gath. We do not know its exact location. However, centuries later 
there was a man from Gath named Goliath. Through him we discover why the Israelites were terrified of 
the Anakims. How does 1 Samuel 17:4 describe Goliath, of Gath? 

 

 

A cubit is the distance from your elbow to the tip of your middle finger (about eighteen inches). A span is 
half a cubit, or the distance from the tip of your thumb to the tip of your little finger when your fingers are 
fully extended (about nine inches). Therefore, Goliath was about nine feet, nine inches tall. 

To finish life well, avoid envy, align with God’s promises, and ... 

Ask and Act with the Right Motive 

Why did Caleb want the mountain that contained Hebron? Probably because Hebron played an important 
part in the lives of Israel’s patriarchs. Abraham buried his beloved wife Sarah in a cave east of Hebron 
(Gen. 23:19). Later, Abraham was buried there, as well as Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, Leah, and eventually 
Joseph, who commanded his bones be brought out of Egypt when the Israelites left (Gen. 25:8-10; 49:30-
31 & 50:12-13). It was for spiritual, not selfish, reasons Caleb wanted this portion of land that included 
Hebron. 

To finish life well, we must always ask for things in prayer with the right motives. When David was 
giving his last words to his son Solomon, he told him to serve the Lord with a perfect [whole] heart and 
with a willing mind (1 Chron. 28:9b-c). Then, what does David tell Solomon (28:9d)? 

 
 

The Hebrew word translated imaginations could be translated “motives.” This means God not only knows 
what we do but why we do it. He knows whether our church attendance, giving, and other good things 
are for the right reason or are only hypocritical acts. 

Because Caleb’s motives were always pure, he finished his life well. Like Paul, what could Caleb have 
honestly said, as recorded in 2 Timothy 4:7? 

 

 

To finish your life well, avoid envy, align with God’s promises, and ask and act with the right motive. 

 
 


