
Being an Awesome Ambassador for Christ 
[Part 1] (2 Corinthians 5:11-21) 

After reminding the Corinthians we will all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, Paul 
writes about our responsibilities as believers. The most important is being an awesome 
ambassador for Christ. In the next two sections, Paul reveals what this requires. In this lesson, 
we will look at the first four requirements. First is ... 
 
Maintain a holy fear of the Lord (5:11-13). 
Because we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, what does Paul write in 5:11a? 
 
 
 
 
The word translated fear, or "terror," (PHOBOS, fob'-os) is the word from which we get our 
English word "phobia." Let's think of some common phobias: acrophobia-fear of heights; 
agoraphobia-fear of open spaces; claustrophobia-fear of confined spaces; astraphobia-fear of 
thunder and lightning; social phobia-fear of social situations, or groups of people, etc. In this 
verse, fear, or phobia, refers to reverential fear of God. It is not a fear of God's power or 
retribution, but a healthy fear of displeasing Him. 
 
Out of fear, or reverence, for the Lord, we persuade others. The word persuade means to 
convince. Do you know what will happen to everyone you know who is not a believer? They will 
experience the second death (Rev. 20:14). How is this described in Revelation 20:15? 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus called that place hell (Mt 5:22; Lk 12:5). Concerning this horrible place, He said: "there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth" (Mt 13:42b). Gnashing of teeth refers to the grinding of 
teeth in unbearable pain. Knowing their destination should cause us to have a holy fear of what is 
going to happen to every lost person we know. 
 
If we don't do all we can to win others to Christ, we either don't believe the Bible or don't care 
about the horrible eternal destination of unbelievers. As someone has said, "I don't know how 
people who claim to love Jesus can act like they care so little about those who don't know 
Him." 
  
 
Paul continues, But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience 
(5:11b). No matter what Paul's critics in Corinth were saying, he knows his motives are plain to 
God. He also hopes his motives are plain to the Corinthian believers. 
 



Paul explains he is not trying to boast about himself or his associates. Instead, he is giving the 
believers at Corinth the true nature of their ministry and a reason to be proud of them. The 
reference to outward appearance probably refers to all of Paul's problems, which are many 
(5:12a-b). He has been persecuted, beaten, and stoned-to mention just a few. People shouldn't 
judge Paul by his tribulations but by what is in his heart (5:12c). 
 
In verse thirteen Paul writes, if he and his associates are crazy, it is to bring glory to God, but if 
we are in our right mind, it is for you. Why would this former rising star of Judaism, with a 
fabulous future of prestige and prosperity, give it all up for a life of suffering and poverty? The 
outward appearance looks like he is beside himself, or out of his mind. However, the real 
answer is found in 1 Corinthians 4:10a. What is it? 
 
 
 
Paul was committed to God to the point it sometimes looked like he had lost his mind. However, 
he was actually in his right mind because concerning all his sacrifices, Paul writes, it is for you, 
the Corinthians. 
 
To be an awesome ambassador for Christ, maintain a holy fear of the Lord and ... 
 
Meditate on the love of Christ (5:14-15). 
 
Paul's first motivation for doing everything he can to win others to Christ is fear of disappointing 
the Lord and of what would happen to non-believers. What is his second motivation (5:14a)? 
 
 
 
 
It is out of His great love for us that Jesus gave up even more than Paul. Jesus gave up His throne 
and glory in heaven, came to earth, and died on a cross for you and me. How does Philippians 
2:6 describe what Jesus was willing to give up for our sake? 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus did not regard equality with God something to be held onto selfishly. He became obedient 
to the point of death, even death on a cross (Philip. 2:8). If that doesn't motivate us to win others 
to Christ, nothing can. 
  
Paul continues, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died 
(5:14b). Since Christ died for us all, we also should die to our old way of life for the benefit of 
others. Paul calls this being crucified with Christ (Gal. 2:20). How does Paul amplify this truth in 
5:15? 
 
 
 



 
As Christians, we should no longer live for ourselves. Instead, we should die to our selfishness 
and live for Christ, who is alive right now because God raised Him from the dead. 
 
To be an awesome ambassador for Christ, maintain a holy fear of the Lord, meditate on the 
love of Christ, and ... 
 
Marvel at who people can be in Christ (5:16-17). 
Paul writes, From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh (5:16a). When we 
become Christians, Jesus changes our points of view and, therefore, our attitudes. We stop 
evaluating others according to the flesh, or outward appearance. We see people not as they are 
but as who they can be in Christ. We marvel as we see the worst of sinners as spiritual 
"diamonds in the rough." 
Paul continues, Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus 
no longer (5:16b). In his former life, Paul strongly believed Christ was a false teacher who was 
fragmenting Judaism. Therefore, he wanted to annihilate all of Jesus' followers. In his own 
testimony, what does Paul say about his pre-Christian life (Acts 22:4)? 
 
 
 
 
Before Jesus' followers were called "Christians," they were called followers of the Way (Jn 
14:6). Paul had information about Christ, but that is not the same as believing in Him. 
Information doesn't change people. Only conversion can do that. Personalize and paraphrase 2 
Corinthians 5:17 to explain: 
 
 
 
 
 
Everyone who truly places faith in Christ becomes a new person. This is what Jesus call being 
"born again" (Jn 3:3). 
  
To be an awesome ambassador for Christ, maintain a holy fear of the Lord, meditate on the 
love of Christ, marvel at who people can be in Christ, and ... 
 
Magnify the ministry of reconciliation (5:18-21). 
 
In verse eighteen, Paul explains: All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. This means to all who have been born again, 
God has given the ministry of reconciliation. He has given us the task of reconciling people to 
Himself. 
 
 



Paul further explains: in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation (5:19). Therefore, 
who are we, according to verse 20a? 
 
 
 
 
This means we live in a foreign country as representatives of our own country. Therefore, we 
represent the kingdom of Christ to our friends and associates on this earth. Rather than speaking 
to people directly, God is making his appeal through us about the need for salvation (5:20b). 
 
Next, we read: We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (5:20c-d). The phrase 
be reconciled indicates those who hear the Gospel are responsible to repent and believe if they 
desire to be reconciled to God (Jn 3:18). 
 
How does Paul sum up this passage in verse 21? 
 
 
 
 
 
This doesn't mean Jesus became a sinner, but He became a sin offering for us. He was what the 
unblemished lamb in the Old Testament pictured (Num. 6:14). Jesus endured the punishment of 
the cross for all our sins. Now, we are His ambassadors. 
 
To be an awesome ambassador for Christ, maintain a holy fear of the Lord, meditate on the 
love of Christ, marvel at who people can be in Christ, and magnify the ministry of 
reconciliation. 


