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Partnering in the Work of the Lord 
(1:57-2:20) 

After the angelic birth announcements, Luke describes the scenes surrounding the births of John 
the Baptist and Jesus. While the other gospels do not mention the finer details, Luke takes time 
to describe the locations, events, and emotions of the people involved. He probably collected 
these details through interviews with eyewitnesses. Can you imagine Luke sitting in the homes 
of many eyewitnesses as they tell of what they saw, heard, and felt? 
 
In this passage, we see four ways to recognize and partner in the work of the Lord, beginning 
with ... 
 
Open your mind to Old Testament prophecies (1:57-80). 
 
A newborn brings great joy-filling a home with the laughter of doting parents, bringing happy 
visits from loved ones, and building hopeful expectations for the future. 
 
All of this is true, plus much more at this birth. Elisabeth's baby is a mighty miracle of God 
(1:57-58)! When the baby is eight days old, the happy household attends the prescribed 
circumcision ceremony. This is also the traditional time to announce the baby's name. Everyone 
expects him to be named "Zechariah," after his father. However, the still mute father asks for a 
tablet and writes, "His name is John" (1:59-63). 
 
Immediately, Zechariah's tongue is loosed, and he begins praising God (1:64). What happens as a 
result of this amazing event (1:65)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Luke concludes the historical account of John's birth with a prophecy given by Zechariah. This 
new prophecy points to past covenants God had made with David (1:69) and with Abraham 
(1:73). Let's take a quick look at these. 
 
What covenant does God make with King David in 2 Samuel 7:16? 
 
 
 
 
 
Next, Zechariah's Holy Spirit-inspired prophecy points us back to the oath God made with 
Abraham in Genesis 22:16-18: 
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"By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld 
your son, your only son, I will surely bless you . . . in your offspring shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice. " 
 
Zechariah recognizes God's work because he takes note of the promises in the Old Testament. 
What does Zechariah say will be John's role in the fulfillment of these prophecies in 1:76? 
 
 
 
 
If you want to recognize and partner in the work of the Lord, open your mind to Old 
Testament prophecies and ... 
 
Open your heart to the presence of the Lord (2:1-7). 

Some prophecies are difficult to understand before their fulfillment. For example, one ancient 
prophecy says the Messiah will be called a Nazarene (meaning from Nazareth), while another 
says He will be born in Bethlehem. This seemed an impossible contradiction until Jesus was 
born. Luke tells us how God perfectly fulfilled these confusing prophecies. 
 
Just before Mary was due to give birth, a decree goes out from Caesar Augustus that the whole 
Roman world is to be registered for taxation (2:1). Since Joseph and Mary are descendants of 
King David, they must go from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem in Judea (2:3-4). It 
is about 75 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  
 
The name Bethlehem means "house of bread." It's still the most famous small town in the world. 
It was the home of Boaz and Ruth, as well as their famous great-grandson King David, and then 
King Jesus. 
 
After their arrival in Bethlehem, Mary gives birth to her firstborn son (2:7a). Luke writes 
firstborn because Mary would have four more sons and at least two daughters (Mk 6:3). No one 
knows for sure the exact year or day Jesus was born. (In the fourth century, the emperor 
Constantine designated December 25th as the official day.) However, the date is not important. 
The important truth of this event is stated in John 1:14. Write it below: 
 
 
 
 
Ironically, other descendants of King David gathered in Bethlehem are so caught up in their 
worldly concerns, they do not make room for the arrival of King Jesus. They rush about with no 
clue of what God is doing. 
This is a question for each of us today: "Have I really made room for Jesus in my life?" Jesus 
says He stands at the door and knocks (Rev. 3:20a). Then, what does He say in the remainder of 
that verse (3:20b-c)? 
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This verse inspired British painter/artist William Holman Hunt, in 1854, to paint one of the most 
famous paintings in the world. It is called "The Light of the World." It is a picture of Jesus 
standing at the door of a small cottage. He is holding a lantern in one hand and knocking on the 
door with the other. The door is overgrown with vines, indicating it has not been opened for a 
long time. One day a friend asked Mr. Hunt why there is no door latch on the outside. He 
explained it is the door of your heart and can only be opened from the inside. 
 
To recognize and partner in the work of the Lord, open your mind to Old Testament 
prophecies, open your heart to the presence of the Lord, and ... 
 
Open your ears to hear the Good News (2:8-14). 
 
Luke writes that on the night Jesus is born, there are nearby shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night (2:8). Then, suddenly an angel of the Lord appears to them and 
God's glory surrounds them (2:9). Just as we saw with Zechariah and with Mary, the shepherds 
are terrified at the angelic appearance. Therefore, what does the angel say to them (2:10)? 
 
 
 
 
The phrase translated good news is evanggelio. The modern English equivalent is the word 
"gospel." The angel continues: "For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord" (2:11). This is the first time in history the Gospel is proclaimed - Jesus is 
Savior and Lord! 
 
In the entire New Testament, Jesus is called Savior only 22 times, while He is called Lord over 
250 times. 
 
Jesus' title is Christ the Lord. The Greek word translated Christ is curios (Koo·-ree-os) meaning 
"supreme in authority" or "Messiah." Many people want Jesus to be their Savior, but few really 
want Him as their Lord. For many, Jesus is Lord in name only. However, Jesus declares: "Not 
everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven (Mt 7:21a). 
Then, what does Jesus say in the remainder of that verse (Matthew 7:21b)? 
 
 
 
 
Since there are probably many newborn babies in Bethlehem, the angel gives the shepherds a 
sign. The baby will be "wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger" (2:12). These local 
shepherds probably know the location of every feed trough in town. 
 
Finally, the angel is joined by a vast heavenly host praising God and saying, "Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!" (2:13-14). When the 
angels disappear, the shepherds run into town to see this Messiah in a manger. 
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To recognize and partner in the work of the Lord, open your mind to Old Testament 
prophecies, open your heart to the presence of the Lord, open your ears to hear the Good 
News, and finally ... 
 
Open your mouth to tell others (2:16-20). 

The shepherds hurry to Bethlehem and find the baby as the angel described. After seeing Jesus, 
they tell everyone what has happened and what the angel said about this baby. All who hear the 
shepherds' eyewitness testimonies are filled with wonder (2:16-18). The shepherds are the first 
evangelists to share the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 
These shepherds are a model for us. After His resurrection and just before He returns to heaven, 
what does Jesus say to all His followers (Acts 1:8b)? 
 
 
 
 
Finally, the shepherds go back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen (2:20). They had no money, no special training, and no evangelistic resources. Yet they 
were witnesses for Jesus in the location where God had placed them. We should do no less 
today! 
 
In what city has God placed you right now?  _______________________________ 
 
Write down the names of two people with whom you can share the Good News of Jesus Christ 
before the end of this study: 


