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Three Callings When the King Arrives  
(3:1-38) 

Pagan religions are full of fanciful myths and fictitious places. Luke wants his readers to know 
he is recording real events with real people in real places. The words and works of Jesus are 
NOT mythical. To make this clear, Luke sets the exact historical scene by naming the Roman 
rulers of the day. 
 
The Roman emperor is Tiberius Caesar, who reigned from A.D. 14 to 37. The governor over 
Judea is Pontius Pilate. Herod and Philip (sons of the deceased Herod the Great), plus Lysanias, 
are also listed as local administrators or tetrarchs. These would be recognized by both Jewish and 
Gentile readers. 
 
Luke also notes there are two Jewish high priests in Jerusalem-Annas and his son-in-law 
Caiaphas. According to the Law of Moses, Annas should have been the sole high priest for life. 
However, the Roman governors forced the Jews to appoint new high priests periodically to limit 
Annas' influence. To whom do the Jewish officers first take Jesus after He is arrested, according 
to John 18:13? 
 
 
 
Despite Roman interference, Annas is seen by the Jews as the "real" high priest. With the 
historical scene set, Luke takes us to the Jordan River to watch Jesus' public ministry begin. 
From this passage, we see King Jesus makes three important callings when He arrives in our 
lives. First ... 
 
He calls us to repentance (3:2-14). 
 
God's Word comes to John, who is living in the wilderness. He goes to the Jordan River and 
begins preaching and baptizing. In the Old Testament tradition, baptism was for a Gentile who 
wanted to convert to the Jewish faith. John is preaching something new- a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins for Jews (3:2-3). 
 
The word baptism is taken from the Greek word baptizo (hap'-tis-ma). It means to "dip" or 
"immerse" in water. The word repentance is a translation of the Greek word metanoya (me-tah'-
no-ya) found ten times in Luke's gospel. Repentance happens when we change direction as a 
result of a changed mind. There is no salvation without repentance. What does Peter tell people 
to do on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2:38b-c? 
 
 
 
 
Luke goes on to explain John's ministry by quoting Isaiah 40:3. John is the prophesied "voice of 
one crying in the wilderness," calling people to prepare the way of the Lord. Matthew and Mark 
both quote Isaiah 40:3, but only Luke adds Isaiah 40:4-5. He writes: 
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“Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and 
the crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways” 

 
These words give us a picture of true repentance. The mountains and hills illustrate human 
pride that will be made low. The crooked refers to the deceitful and perverse things that will 
become straight as a result of repentance. What does this repentance display to all flesh, 
according to Luke 3:6? 
 
 
 
 
In the next verse, as the crowds descend on the Jordan River, John accuses them of being a 
"brood of vipers" (a den of poisonous snakes). He is pointing out some people are like snakes 
fleeing a brush fire. They want to flee the fire, but they have no intention of changing their ways. 
True repentance is born of love, not fear. How does Jesus explain this in John 14:23? 
 
 
 
 
 
John the Baptist uses these harsh words to spiritually awaken the Jewish crowd who trust in their 
traditions. John warns them not to say, "We have Abraham as our father" (3:8b). In the New 
Testament kingdom, no one will be saved because of what their family members have done. God 
will judge each person based on his or her own response to the words and works of Jesus Christ. 
John warns them the axe of God's judgment is coming. Every tree not producing fruits of 
repentance will be cut down and thrown into the fire (3:8c-9). 
 
The crowd asks, "What then shall we do?" (3:10). John responds by describing what the fruits of 
true repentance look like - sharing our excess material things with those in need, performing our 
professional duties in honest ways, using our authority to protect and serve others, and being 
content with what God has provided (3:11-14). The point is repentance is not based upon some 
outward religious activity, including baptism.  Repentance is a sincere sorrow for sin, 
resulting in a personal commitment to forsake sin. 

What is God's desire for all people, according to 2 Peter 3:9d? 
 
 
 
 
John's fiery preaching destroys two false hopes for salvation: 1) God is happy with me because 
I'm from a good family, and 2) God is happy with me because I'm a moral, religious person. He 
calls people to repent from trusting in these bankrupt ideas and to prepare for the coming King. 
 
King Jesus not only calls us to repentance, but also ... 
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He calls us to be baptized (3:15-22). 
 
As people recognize John as a true prophet, they recall the ancient prophecies about a coming 
Messiah. Many are wondering if John might be this promised King. John answers their question 
by saying: "I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire" (3:15-16).
 . 
 
Baptism with water is the New Testament public symbol of spiritual repentance. Baptism with 
the Holy Spirit is the reality of that symbol. Of what does Paul exhort the Thessalonian believers 
in 1 Thessalonians 5:19? 
 
 
 
That means "don't put out the Spirit's fire." Fire is used to refine and purify metals, which makes 
them stronger and more beautiful. When we allow the Holy Spirit. to work in our lives, He 
refines our lives in the same way. As we hear God's Word and sense the conviction of the Holy 
Spirit, we are led into deeper levels of repentance that make our lives stronger and more 
beautiful. What terrifying warning does John give to those who do not re- pent (3:17)? 
 
 
 
 
 
Those who receive Jesus as Lord and Savior will be made stronger and more beautiful through 
the temporary, fiery trials of life. Those who reject Christ will perish in the fiery judgment of 
God. 
 
John's heated preaching ministry will soon end. Political leaders are growing increasingly 
irritated at his public rebukes. One rebuke is aimed at Herod the Tetrarch who, for political gain, 
seduced and married his brother's wife. John condemned the marriage and called out Herod and 
Herodias by name (3:19). This would later lead to his arrest and eventual execution (Mt 14:3-
12). But, before this happens, John still has one important act of ministry to fulfill. 
 
One day, as John is preaching and baptizing the crowds, Jesus shows up on the banks of the 
Jordan. He is now about thirty years old, and it is time to begin His earthly ministry. Jesus steps 
into the river for John to baptize Him. As Jesus comes out of the water, the heavens open and He 
begins to pray. Then, the Holy Spirit descends on Him like a dove (3:21-22a). 
 
To make sure everyone understands who Jesus is, what happens next, as recorded in the last half 
of 3:22? 
 
 
 
 
When He arrives in our lives, King Jesus calls us to repentance, calls us to be baptized, and ... 
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He calls us to embrace His Word (3:23-38). 
 
After recording God's declaration of Jesus' heavenly sonship, Luke gives us Jesus' earthly 
sonship from the Old Testament. Whereas Matthew cites Jesus’ genealogy via His adopted father 
Joseph, Luke gives us Mary's side of the family. Since all legal genealogies traced only the male 
descendant, Mary is not mentioned. Luke begins by writing: Jesus being the son (as was 
supposed) of Joseph to tip readers off to this situation (3:23b). 
 
God's premises, promises, and purposes never change. Though Luke was a Gentile writing to 
Gentiles, he points us to the Jewish scriptures. Jesus did not come to abolish the Old Testament, 
but to confirm it and fulfill it. 
 
The Old Testament prophecy stated the Messiah would be a descendant of Abraham in the line 
of David. Both genealogies (Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-34c) trace the lineage back to 
Abraham. However, Luke does not stop with Abraham's generation. Who are the final ancestors 
listed in 3:38? 
 
 
 
 
 
King Jesus comes for all people. And when He arrives in our lives ... 
 
He calls us to repentance. 
He calls us to be baptized. 
He calls us to embrace His Word. 


