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Responding to Temptation and Rejection  

(Luke 4:1-44) 
Jesus is the Supreme Ruler and High Priest of the kingdom of God. However, He is not aloof like 
earthly rulers. Hebrew 4:15a declares: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses . . .. According to the rest of this verse, why is Jesus able to 
sympathize with us? 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition to being our Savior and Lord, Jesus is also our Model for living. He encountered the 
same joys and sorrows we experience but responded without sin. As we study this chapter, let's 
learn from our perfect Model how to cope with fleshly temptation and worldly rejection. In 
regard to temptation, Jesus models three areas for us. First is ... 
 
Discipline the desires of our flesh (4:1-4). 
 
The story begins after Jesus' baptism with the Holy Spirit  leading  Jesus from the Jordan River 
into the wilderness for forty days with no food. After the forty days, Jesus is physically 
weakened and hungry (4:1-2). Therefore, what does the devil say to Him (4:3b)? 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus could easily turn the stone into bread. In fact, in other circumstances Jesus did create wine, 
bread, and fish to feed himself and others. Yet, if He performs this miracle, Jesus will be 
following the enticement of the devil rather than the leading of the Holy Spirit. The devil is 
tempting Jesus to misuse His power and circumvent the testing God has ordained. Quoting 
Deuteronomy 8:3, how does Jesus respond to this temptation (4:4b)? 
 
 
 
 
 
God gives each of us fleshly desires (hunger, thirst, procreation, etc.). These are all good if used 
in line with God's purposes. However, these good desires become destructive when we use them 
for selfish, ungodly ends. What should we do when tempted to use these God-given desires in 
ungodly ways? We fight temptation with the same weapon Jesus wielded in the wilderness - the 
Sword of the Spirit. The Word of God is our all-sufficient weapon against every temptation. 
Jesus models this as He responds to each temptation by quoting Scripture. The light of truth 
always drives out the darkness of lies. 
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If we want to respond to temptation like Jesus did, we must learn to discipline the desires of our 
flesh and ... 
 
Filter the focus of our eyes (4:5-8). 
 
Next, Satan takes Jesus up on a high place and shows Him all the kingdoms of the world. With 
the whole earth in view, he offers to give Jesus these beautiful kingdoms if only He will worship 
him (4:5-7). This time Satan tempts Jesus through His eyes. He wants Jesus to focus His eyes on 
the temporary kingdoms of earth instead of the eternal kingdom of God. 
 
We know God gives Satan a measure of authority in this world (Job 1:12, Lk 8:12, Jn 14:30, 2 
Cor. 4:4, Eph. 2:1-2). Although Satan's authority is both real and powerful, God limits his 
authority in both scope and time. Satan tells Jesus, "If you will bow down and worship me, I will 
give up my earthly power now instead of waiting on God's timing." 
 
In Matthew 6:22, Jesus tells us our eyes are the lights for our bodies. So, if we have healthy eyes, 
our bodies will be full of light. On the other hand, if our eyes are evil, what will be the result, 
according to verse 23a? 
 
 
 
 
 
When we feel Satan tempting us to focus on earthly riches instead of eternal riches, we must 
remember Jesus' response to Satan in Luke 4:8: "It is written, 'You shall worship the Lord your 
God, and him only shall you serve.'" 
 
Jesus modeled for us how to respond to temptation: discipline the desires of our flesh, filter the 
focus of our eyes, and ... 
 
Purge the pride of life from our hearts (4:9-15). 

Satan takes Jesus, sits Him upon the pinnacle of the temple, and tells Him: "If you are the Son of 
God, throw yourself down from here." Satan even quotes Scripture, saying God's angels will 
protect and guard Jesus (4:9-11). What does Jesus say in response (4:12b)? 
 
 
 
 
For us, Satan's temptation might sound like this, "God promises to forgive all of your sins, right? 
Prove it by jumping into sin, forcing God to rescue you." This might be jumping into a romantic 
relationship with a unbeliever. 
It might be frequenting casinos or bars to have a little fun. It may be neglecting your physical 
self with unhealthy habits. It could be hoarding wealth while neglecting the needy or maybe 
running up debt on unnecessary doodads.  
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The apostle Paul asks this question: Are we to sin because we are not under the law but under 
grace? (Rom. 6:15b). What answer does he give us in the final phrase of that verse? 
 
 
 
While every Christian is spiritually forgiven for every sin, we are not exempt from sin's 
consequences in this fallen world. As someone has said, "Sin will take you farther than you want 
to go, keep you longer than you want to stay, and cost you more than you want to pay." If we 
want to deal with Satan' s schemes, we must purge the pride of life from our hearts. 
 
Jesus shows us how to experience temptation without sinning: discipline the desires of our 
flesh, filter the focus of our eyes, and purge the pride of life from our hearts. 
 
Having overpowered Satan in the wilderness (4:13), Jesus now steps out into public ministry 
(4:14-15). Everywhere He goes people are amazed at His authoritative teaching, His healing 
power, and His authority over demons. However, despite overwhelming evidence, most people 
reject Jesus as Lord. 
 
In this next section, Jesus gives us a model for responding worldly rejection. The first example is 
to... 
 
Speak the truth with love and patience (4:16-30). 

Like every town with a Jewish community, Nazareth has a synagogue for Sabbath meetings. 
Jesus grew up attending these meetings with His family and friends. He is well-known by 
everyone in the Nazareth synagogue. As word spreads around town of Jesus' homecoming, 
everyone is excited. People are wondering, "What special teaching will Jesus have and what 
great miracles will He perform for His hometown crowd?" 
 
The Sabbath day arrives. The synagogue is packed. The attendant hands Jesus the scroll, and He 
reads from Isaiah 61:1-2 (Lk 4:16-19): 
 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind. to set at liberty those who are oppressed. to 
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.'' 

 
Jesus then rolls up the scroll, gives it back to the attendant and sits down. Every eye in the place 
follows Him back to His seat (4:20). 
 
Then, what shocking announcement does Jesus make in verse 21b? 
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At first, everyone marvels at His words and compliments Him. But Jesus sees the hidden hearts 
of the people. They have not come to respond to a message of repentance but to see a spectacle. 
They are ready to receive Him as a "hometown boy made good," but they are not ready to 
receive Him as the Son of God. The Jews in Nazareth are comfortable in their Jewish traditions 
and have no real intention of repentance (4:22). 
 
Therefore, Jesus rebukes them. He announces He will not perform miracles in Nazareth as He 
did in other places. He reminds them of how God had skipped over Jews in favor of Gentiles in 
the past - feeding a widow in Sidon and healing a Syrian leper. This is not what the people want 
to hear (4:23-27). 
 
Their approval of Jesus turns to wrath (4:28). Therefore, what do they do with Jesus (4:29)? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus did not engage in a long, bitter dispute with family and friends. He told them the truth and 
then patiently gave them the time and space they needed. He supernaturally passes through the 
crowd and leaves town (4:30). Eventually, Jesus' brothers James and Judas would believe in 
Him. 
 
Like Jesus, when responding to worldly rejection, we must speak the truth with love and patience 
and also... 
 
Stay focused on the ministry God gives us (4:31-44). 
 
Regardless of people's response, Jesus focuses on ministry. Look at the following verses and 
describe the three basic parts of Jesus' public ministry: 
4:31  ____________________________________________________________________  
 
4:35  ____________________________________________________________________  
 
4:40  ____________________________________________________________________  
 
Following Jesus' example in dealing with worldly rejection, we must speak the truth with love 
and patience, plus stay focused  on the ministry God gives us. 


