
 1 

How Jesus Deals with Sinners 
(Luke 5:1-39) 

The Gospel requires us to STOP chasing earthly priorities and START chasing heavenly 
priorities. How does Jesus explain the mindset of people in His kingdom in Matthew 6:33? 
 
 
 
Fleshly priorities lead to increased anxiety and eternal damnation; heavenly priorities lead to 
increased joy and eternal restoration. In this chapter, we see three ways Jesus deals with sinners. 
First ... 
 
Jesus meets them where they are (5:1-11). 
 
Jesus had met Simon, Andrew, James and John at the Jordan River several months before this 
event (Mt 4:18-22). Like many people, they believe Jesus is a powerful prophet. However, Jesus 
is about to call them out of the crowd of casual listeners and onto the road of deep discipleship. 
Let's see how Jesus turns these fishermen from listeners into followers ... 
 
One morning, a large crowd gathers to hear Jesus teach on the shore of Lake Gennesaret (another 
name for the Sea of Galilee). Before addressing the crowd, Jesus spots a group of exhausted 
fishermen working in the shallows beside their beached boats. It is Simon and his fishing 
partners! They are washing their nets after a long, fruitless night at sea. Jesus climbs into Simon's 
boat and asks him to push off a little from the shore (5:l-3a).  Then, what does Jesus do (5:3b)? 
 
 
 
 
 
After addressing the crowd, Jesus tells Simon and his partners to load back into the boat and take 
Him fishing in deeper water. Simon hesitates. The fishermen are exhausted and want to rest. 
Since it is midday, he knows the fish will be able to see the nets. If anyone else had made this 
request, Peter would have said, "No way!" But to Jesus he replies, But at your word I will let 
down the nets (5:5b). 
 
They pull the boats out to deep water and drop the nets. Then, those nets that had been empty all 
night begin to tear under the weight of the bounty of fish commanded by Jesus. Simon Peter 
signals to the other boat to come and help land this record catch. They pile the boats so full of 
fish they begin to sink (5:6-7). 
These seasoned fishermen know this is a miracle unlike any they had heard of before. When 
Simon Peter sees what's happening, he falls at Jesus' knees (5:6-8a). Then, what does he say 
(5:8b)? 
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In verse five, Simon Peter had called Jesus Master, using the Greek word epistata (ep-ee-stah'-
tays), meaning "boss or commander." After seeing this miracle, Peter falls down and calls Jesus 
Lord. He uses the Greek word curios; (koo'-ree-os), equating Jesus to God Himself. Peter will 
later use this same word when preaching his evangelistic sermon on Pentecost, saying: "God has 
made him [Jesus] both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36b). 
 
This fisherman (whom we will later come to know as the apostle Peter) confesses Jesus as Lord 
in a boat filled with flopping fish and smelly fishermen. What a testimony! However, the story 
does not end in the boat. It is just beginning. The men bring their loaded boats to shore and leave 
everything to follow Jesus (5:9-11). 
 
We should take note of when and where Jesus engaged in ministry. He shared God's love and 
message on boats, beaches, mountainsides, roadsides, in homes, courtrooms, city squares, fields, 
synagogues, at cemeteries, water wells, parties, funerals, with religious people, corrupt people, in 
large groups, small groups, and one on one. Wherever God puts His peo- ple, He expects us to 
share His love and His message with those we meet. 
 
What does Jesus command His disciples in Matthew 10:27? 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus deals with sinners by meeting them where they are. Also ... 
 
Jesus prioritizes spiritual over physical healing (5:12-26). 
Luke now records an event illustrating physical healing is wonderful, but that is not Jesus' #1 
priority. 
 
Leprosy was a horrible, incurable disease that terrified ancient people. If you contracted leprosy, 
you would be banished from society to live with other lepers until you died. All lepers were 
mandated to call out, "Unclean!" wherever they went, so uninfected people could stay at a 
distance. Lepers endured lonely, miserable, and hopeless lives. 
 
One of these hopeless lepers sees Jesus entering a village (5:12). He falls on his face and begs 
Jesus for healing. Jesus stretches out His hand and touches him. This is probably the first human 
touch felt by this leper in many years. Then, Jesus commands, "be clean." The leper is 
immediately healed. Jesus instructs him to tell no one but to go to the priest to make an offering, 
as prescribed by ceremonial law (Lev. 14:2-32). 
 
Despite Jesus' command, news about the healed leper spreads. As a result, large crowds come to 
Jesus to be healed of their sicknesses (5:15). Therefore, what does Jesus do, according to verse 
16? 
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Jesus walks away from a crowd of needy, sick people. Why? There are at least two reasons: 1) 
Jesus' human body cannot meet the non-stop physical and emotional demands of healing; and 2) 
Jesus has more important work than alleviating physical suffering. 
 
If Jesus needed to occasionally withdraw from the demands of ministry, so do we. Sometimes 
the healthiest spiritual action we can take is to withdraw to a private place for prayer and rest. A 
wise preacher once told me to avoid ministry burnout by: "Diverting daily, withdrawing weekly, 
moving out monthly, and abandoning annually." I have never forgotten that catchy line, though I 
have not always practiced it well. 
 
The next encounter (5:17-26) tells us what Jesus prioritizes above physical healing. Jesus is 
meeting in a house with Pharisees and teachers from every town of Galilee and Judea and 
Jerusalem. They have heard about Jesus' signs, so they come to hear His authoritative teaching 
for themselves. 
 
With the Jewish elite packed inside the house, some local men shuffle up to the outside of the 
house. They are carrying a paralyzed friend on a cot. When they cannot find their way to Jesus 
through the religious leaders, they climb onto the roof, make a hole, and lower their friend into 
the presence of Jesus. All eyes are on Jesus, as everyone expects Him to command a physical 
healing. Seeing the faith of the men who have brought their friend to Him, what does Jesus say 
(5:20b)? 
 
 
 
Jesus' priorities for this man are different from everyone else's. Jesus knows all physical healing, 
as wonderful as it may be, is temporary. Everyone physically healed by Jesus eventually gets 
sick again and dies. Jesus' eternal perspective realizes the most important need of every sinful 
person is eternal forgiveness. So, this is what He addresses. 
 
The Jewish leaders begin murmuring that Jesus has committed blasphemy. No one can forgive 
sins but God alone. So, perceiving their accusations, Jesus performs a "mic drop" moment that 
silences the critics. He says to the religious experts: "Which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are 
forgiven you, ' or to say, 'Rise and walk"'? Then, He says to the paralyzed man: "I say to you, 
rise, pick up your bed and go home." (5:23 & 24b). 
 
According to verse 24a, why does Jesus grant this physical healing? 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus is far more than a great teacher.  He possesses authority in word and in power. Everyone is 
amazed to see these extraordinary things and gives the glory to God (5:26). 
 
Jesus deals with sinners by meeting them where they are, by prioritizing 
spiritual over physical healing, and third ... 
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Jesus makes all things new (5:27-39). 
 
As Jesus leaves Capernaum, He approaches a Jewish tax collector named Levi (Matthew), as he 
sits at a tax booth. Jews despised tax collectors for a couple of reasons: 1) they collected taxes 
for Rome to pay for the occupation of Israel; and 2) they gained wealth by dishonestly over-
charging tax- payers. Jesus surprises everyone by saying to the publican: "Follow me" (5:27). 
 
At Jesus' call, Levi's convicted heart makes a public display of repentance. The tax collector 
abandons his corrupt job and organizes a house party with Jesus as the honored Guest. The 
Pharisees approach Jesus' disciples and complain: "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors 
and sinners? " Jesus overhears their grumbling and rebukes them: "Those who are well have no 
need of a physician" (5:30-31). Then, what does Jesus say in the next verse? 
 
 
 
 
 
The religious leaders continue their objections. They accuse Jesus' disciples of not conforming to 
Jewish religious traditions. Jesus answers with a parable about old and new garments and old and 
new wineskins (5:36-39). 
 
Jesus didn't come to do a religious "patch job" on your old life; He came to make you new. Write 
your first name in this paraphrase of 2 Corinthians 5:17: 
 

"Therefore,   if ________________ is in Christ, ________________ 
is a new creation. The old has passed away, and the new has come." 


