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The King Prepares Us for Ministry 
(Luke 8:1-56) 

This chapter shows us how Jesus prepares His team of disciples for their first ministry 
assignment. Let's examine the critical lessons Jesus teaches them ... 
 
The King uses ALL sorts of people (8:1-3). 

Chapter seven ends with Jesus saving a repentant woman who was a social outcast. Chapter eight 
begins by listing the names of three other women who traveled along with Jesus and the twelve. 
Jesus called each of these three women out of very different circumstances. Write the names of 
these three women in the blanks next to their descriptions. 
 
 _________________, called Magdalene (8:2b). This woman is called Magdalene because she is 
from the fishing town of Magdaia on the west- ern shore of the Sea of Galilee. Before 
encountering Jesus, she had lived as a destitute outcast in her own community. 
 __________________, the wife of Chuza, Herod's household manager (8:3a). This woman 
comes from a family of political influence and wealth. Her husband manages the house of the 
Roman-appointed ruler of Galilee. 
 _________________, (8:3b). This woman is not given any distinction except being mentioned_ 
by name. So, we can only guess she stood out of the many others because of her loving 
commitment to Jesus. 
We don't know exactly why Luke listed these women by name, but it is interesting they came 
from very different backgrounds-an outcast, a socialite, and a commoner. What does Romans 
12:4 reveal about the different sorts of people God uses? 
 
 
 
 
 
As we do the ministry, we must remember God uses ALL sorts of people 
to do His kingdom work. 
 
The King produces fruit from ONE sort of heart (8:4-21). 

And when a great crowd was gathering . . . from town after town, Jesus tells one of His most 
famous and important parables (8:4). This is sometimes called the "Parable of the Sower," but it 
is better called the "Parable of the Soils." The sower and the seed remain the same, but the soils 
are different. Write below what kind of heart is represented by each soil: 

Roadside soil (verse 12) ______________________________     

Rocky soil (verse 13) ________________________________                                                                                        

Thorny soil (verse 14) _______________________________ 

Good soil (verse 15) _________________________________ 
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The soil of the honest and good heart (8:15) is revealed as it bears fruit with perseverance. God 
does not give us His Word and fill us with His Spirit so we will hide out. He saves us so we can 
shine His Truth and His Life into this dark and dying world (8:16-18). How can you know if you 
are a part of the family of God, according to Jesus in verse 21? 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus has shown us He uses ALL sorts of people for His kingdom work, and He produces fruit 
from ONE sort of heart. Next, we see . . . 
 
The King strengthens our faith with MANY sorts of tests (8:22-56). 

First, God strengthens our faith through physical problems (8:22-25). 
 
Large crowds are following Jesus and claiming to be His disciples. These multitudes follow 
Jesus as long as He doles out free food and medical cures. They are the living reality of the 
parable of the soils. To find a temporary respite, Jesus gets into a boat with His closest disciples. 
 
Exhausted from ministering to the masses, Jesus lays down in the boat. The warm, gentle breeze 
carries the boat out to sea and lulls the Lord to sleep. Just then, a powerful wind rushes down the 
cold mountainside and whips the sea into foaming waves. The ferocity of the storm drenches the 
expert sailors and swamps their seasoned boat. Despite their best efforts, the boat is sinking 
underneath the pressure of the storm. They call to Jesus: "Master, Master, we are perishing!" 
What happens next, according to Luke 8:24? 
 
 
 
 
Then, Jesus turns His rebuke from the weather to His beloved disciples, saying, ''Where is your 
faith?" The disciples have put their faith in their own resources and abilities, looking to the Lord 
only as a last resort. Jesus wants them to put their faith in Him and call on Him first. 
God allows overwhelming storms to come into each of our lives to reveal the location of our 
faith - with Him or with our own abilities. Not only will God test our faith with physical 
problems, but also... 
 
Secondly, God strengthens our faith through spiritual struggles (8:26-39). 
 
The storm-battered boat and crew finally come to rest on the east side of the Sea of Galilee. This 
area is inhabited by Gentiles, so Jews rarely travel here. What happens when Jesus steps onto the 
seashore, according to verse 27a? 
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A legion of demons torments this man and controls the local people with fear. However, these 
evil powers immediately halt and recognize Jesus as Son of the Most High God (8:28). These 
demons were once part hybrid beings who live on earth. They know Jesus will one day execute 
justice against them. These thousands of powerful demons cower in fear at the presence of King 
Jesus. Then, in a preview of the final judgment to come, Jesus casts the demons into some nearby 
pigs that run to their death in the sea (8:33). 
 
When the herdsmen see this, they run and call everyone out of the nearby villages. A crowd 
rushes out to meet Jesus and to see the healed demoniac. Then, we read some of the saddest 
words in the New Testament: all the people of the surrounding country ... asked him [Jesus] to 
depart from them (8:37). 
 
Though the fearful crowd deserts Jesus, He does not desert them. What does Jesus say to the 
freed demoniac in verse 39a? 
 
 
 
 
The madman, who has been overwhelmed with despair, is turned into a missionary overflowing 
with joy. 
 
What is the lesson for us today? There is powerful evil in the world that can overwhelm us with 
deceit and oppression. However, that demonic power cannot stand in the presence of King Jesus 
and cannot overtake those who put their faith in Him. 
 
Finally, in addition to using physical problems and spiritual struggles, God also strengthens our 
faith by making us wait on Him (8:40-56). 
 
The next important event occurs when Jesus returns to Galilee. The Jewish crowds welcome 
Jesus back as their local Hero. Most are gathering for the chance to see a miracle and maybe 
receive some free fish, bread, or wine. However, Jesus is coming to find two desperate people 
whose hearts are ready to receive the seed of God's Word. One is well known, and the other is 
unknown. 
 
Write below the descriptions of the two people who are desperately seeking Jesus: 
 
Verse 41:  ________________________________________________  
 
Verse 43:  ________________________________________________  
 
Once again, we see Jesus responding to all sorts of people. Jairus is a highly recognized religious 
leader, while the bleeding woman is a lowly, unnamed face in the crowd. Yet, the two have some 
striking similarities: 
 
The woman's ailment had started 12 years before.  
Jairus' dying daughter had been born 12 years before. 
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The woman had consulted every possible physician for relief.  
Certainly, the wealthy Jairus had sought the best doctors. 
 
The trembling woman falls at the feet of Jesus.  
The desperate Jairus falls at the feet of Jesus. 
 
The woman had given up all hope. 
Jairus family told him there was no hope. 
 
Both have waited - enduring painful circumstances - for God’s timing to test and strengthen their 
faith. 
 
In John 9:1-40, we read the story of Jesus healing a man who has been blind since birth. The 
disciples ask why this man was born with such an affliction. What does Jesus say (John 9:3b)? 
 
 
 
 
 
As our King prepares us for ministry, we should remember: 
 
He uses ALL sorts of people; 
He produces fruit from ONE sort of heart; and 
He strengthens our faith with MANY sorts of tests. 


