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How To Participate in Kingdom Work 
(Luke 9:1-62) 

For the first 18 months of His public ministry, Jesus did everything Himself - preaching, healing, 
teaching in synagogues, and performing signs. In this chapter, we will watch Jesus transform His 
disciples from hearers into doers. From this, we can find four things we must do to participate in 
the work of the kingdom of God. First is ... 
 
Depend on God's power and not our own (9:1-6; 10-17; 37- 43). 

In the first verses of chapter nine, Jesus sends out the Twelve on their first assignment in the 
nearby villages. They are to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. However, before sending 
them, He equipped them with power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases (9:1-2). 
This temporary spiritual power will verify the message they are preaching. Interestingly, Jesus 
offsets this awesome spiritual power with uncomfortable physical limitations. List below Jesus' 
instructions to the disciples (9:3-4): 
 
 
 
 
 
God knows our tendency to become filled with pride when we receive spiritual blessings. 
Therefore, He often gives us "thorns in the side" to remind us of what truth found in 2 
Corinthians 4:7? 
 
 
 
In this chapter, there are two examples of Jesus humbling the disciples: 
 
In verse thirteen, Jesus tells the disciples to give a crowd of 5,000 men something to eat. The 
twelve men look at their resources - five loaves and two fish-and realize they cannot possibly 
obey Jesus' command. 
 
Then, in verse 40, a man begs the disciples to cast a demon out of his son. They try but fail. The 
disciples stand confused and helpless to heal this desperate boy. 
 
The solution for feeding the crowd and healing the boy is the same - bring the problem to Jesus. 
They put the fish and loaves in the hands of the Lord, and He feeds the crowd. They bring the 
boy to the Lord and He casts out the unclean spirit.  
What is the result when the problems are brought to the Lord (9:43a)? 
 
 
 
 
To participate in the King's work, we must first depend on God's power, and not our own. 
Second, we must boldly... 
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Declare Jesus is the Messiah (9:7-9; 18-20; 28-36). 
 
Luke makes a brief but important note in verses 7-9. The ministry of Jesus and His disciples has 
aroused the interest of Herod, the governor of Galilee. People tell Herod that either John (the 
Baptist), Elijah, or one of the prophets has been raised from the dead. Herod seeks an audience 
with Jesus to answer the question: "who is this about whom I hear such things?" 
 
In verses 18-19, we see the same rumors swirling through the crowds who are following Jesus 
and the disciples. Look up the following references and name the people who are asking who 
Jesus is: 
 
Luke 5:21  _________________________________________________  
 
Luke 7:49  _________________________________________________  
 
Luke 8:25  _________________________________________________  
 
Matthew 21:10  _____________________________________________  
 
However, we see in verse 20 Jesus is not really concerned with the rumors of the crowds, 
religious leaders, and political leaders. He is interested in the heartfelt belief of His disciples. So, 
Jesus directly asks them: "who do you say that I am?" What is Peter's answer in the last part of 
verse 20? 
 
 
 
What is Jesus' explanation of why Peter can discern Jesus' true identity when others cannot 
(Matthew 16:17c)? 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus' messianic identity is also powerfully demonstrated in verses 28-36. He goes up on a 
mountain with His closest disciples to pray together. Peter, James, and John fall asleep while 
Jesus continues praying. Suddenly, His personal appearance is transfigured into dazzling white. 
Moses and Elijah appear and begin to talk with the transfigured Jesus about His departure. 
These two ancient men represent the Law and the Prophets that Jesus has come to fulfill. 
 
When the three disciples awake, they see the glorified Jesus and the two ancient figures. Their 
amazement gives way to fear as a cloud overshadows the mountain side. A voice from the cloud 
announces: "This is my Son, my Chosen One: listen to him!" This is God's authoritative answer to 
the question, "Who is this man?" 
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Today, 2,000 years later, rumors still swirl around Jesus. Some "modem" people say He was just 
a good, moral teacher. The Hindus and Buddhists say He was an enlightened guru. The Muslims 
say He was a great prophet. Others say these stories are just made-up legends. The apostle Peter 
makes it crystal clear who he believed Jesus to be as he reflected on this night on the mountain. 
What does he declare in 2 Peter 1:16? 
 
 
 
 
 
Participating in the King's work requires us to depend on God's power and not our own, 
declare Jesus is the Messiah, and third ... 
 
Direct people to Christ on the cross (9:21-22; 44-45). 
 
Immediately after Peter makes the saving declaration, Jesus is the Christ of God (9:20b), our 
Lord makes two strange, unexpected statements. First, He tells the disciples not to tell anyone. 
Apparently, the heavenly timetable is not right for this information to be public. Second, Jesus 
says: "The Son of Man must suffer many things . . .  and be killed and on the third day be 
raised" (9:21-22). Both statements are unacceptable to the disciples. Why? 
 
Every Jew has been taught the Messiah will return to conquer Israel's oppressors and establish a 
new political kingdom in Jerusalem. Rome is their oppressor. The disciples cannot imagine the 
Messiah of the all-powerful Jehovah could be abused, beaten, and murdered on a Roman cross. 
 
We get a sense of how they are disregarding Jesus' words when He repeats the warning again in 
verse 44. What does He say? 
 
 
 
 
 
The prophet Isaiah gives a perfect, prophetic description of the suffering of the Messiah. Since 
these passages seemed mysterious, the Jews taught they referred to the suffering of the nation as 
a whole and not an individual person. Here are a few phrases from that powerful prophecy in 
Isaiah 53: 

He was despised and rejected by men (verse 3).  
He was pierced for our transgressions (verse 5).  
With his wounds we are healed (verse 5). 
The LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all (verse 6). 
Because he has poured out his soul to death (verse 12) 

 
These passages are easy to understand for Christians today, but the Holy Spirit concealed the 
meaning from the disciples until after Jesus' resurrection (9:45). No Jew or Gentile could 
imagine their salvation would be accomplished on a cross.  
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Yet, what does Paul say is the foundation of his preaching (1 Corinthians 1:23)? 
 
 
 
If we do not preach the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we are not preaching a saving 
Gospel. No cross = no salvation. 
 
If we want to participate in the King's work, we must depend on God's power and not our 
own, declare Jesus is the Messiah, direct people to Christ on the cross, and finally... 
 
Determine to follow Jesus no matter the consequences (9:23- 27; 46-62). 
 
All New Testament Christians endured great material loss to follow Jesus. Each one eventually 
suffered and died from sickness or martyrdom. For this reason, what does Jesus say to the crowd 
following Him in 9:23? 
 
 
 
 
 
Later, Jesus reiterates this truth to the disciples. Seeing them selfishly arguing about which one 
of them is the greatest, Jesus says: "For he who is least among you all is the one who is great" 
(9:48b). 
 
The Greek word translated great is megas;(meg'-ahs) from which we get the English word 
"mega." The word translated least is the word mikros (mee-kros') from which we get our word 
"micro." Correct spiritual thinking is to put a mega focus on pursuing the things of God and a 
micro focus on pursuing the things of the world. 
 
God wants each of us to join in the work He has prepared for us to do in His kingdom. 
Requirements are to depend on God's power and not our own, declare Jesus is the Messiah, 
direct people to Christ on the cross and determine to follow Jesus no matter the 
consequences. 


