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How To Serve Our King with Gladness 
(Luke 10:1-42) 

In our previous lesson, Jesus predicts a difficult road for His disciples. They must be willing to 
be homeless, rejected, and lacking in financial security. It is no wonder the crowds went back to 
their more comfortable lives when they  heard Jesus say: "If anyone  would  come  after  me,  let 
him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me" (9:23).  

Then, what question does Jesus ask in Luke 9:25? 
 
 
 
As the crowds walked away, the twelve disciples, plus seventy others, remained. From their 
story, we can see how to serve our King with gladness. First ... 
 
Respond to Him with faith (10:1-16). 

In the previous chapter, Jesus sent the twelve disciples on their first ministry assignment. Now, 
He sends seventy others. Jesus' commission to these followers can be summarized like this: 

1. Recognize God has prepared a harvest (v. 2). 
2. Pray earnestly for Him to call out more harvesters (v. 2). 
3. Expect serious opposition (v. 3). 
4. Travel with no reserve supplies (v. 4). 
5. Stay with families who welcome your message (vv. 5-8). 
6. Heal the sick and proclaim the kingdom of God is near (v. 9). 
7. Tell the people who reject you that God will judge them for their rejection of the 

kingdom (vv. 10-12). 
Jesus concludes His commissioning with a description of the harsh judgment for those who reject 
the message (10:13-15). Finally, how does Jesus tell these missionaries to view the people's 
responses (verse 16)? 
 
 
 
 
We might be tempted to say, "If God would just do some amazing miracles, people would repent 
and believe." This passage proves this is not the case at all. Jesus had performed miracle after 
miracle in the towns of Bethsaida and Capernaum. Yet, they still rejected Him in the end. Jesus 
states this truth in Matthew 12:39: "An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no 
sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah." 
 
The sign of Jonah refers to Jesus' resurrection. Note: Many scholars believe that Jonah was dead 
three days and was resurrected at Nineveh. If people will not respond to the preaching of the 
Gospel and the conviction of the Holy Spirit, no miracle will make a difference. Therefore, we 
can serve our King with gladness, knowing He provides all we need-His Word and His Spirit. 
 
To serve our King with gladness, respond to Him with faith and ... 
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Realize sacrifice results in rejoicing (10:17-20). 
 
When their preaching and healing campaign ends, the seventy disciples return to meet with 
Jesus. They had gone out with nothing, but the Word and power Jesus had given them. They 
were rejected by some and received by others. Their journey must have sometimes been very 
difficult - emotionally and physically. However, they return to Jesus rejoicing. They heard His 
words, obeyed in faith, and God showed up. That is the joyful rhythm of the committed 
Christian’s life. 
 
These seventy men are the living reality of what Jesus taught in Matthew 13:44. In this parable, a 
man finds a treasure hidden in a field. Realizing the value of what he has discovered, what does 
he do? 
 
 
 
 
These seventy disciples knew their own talents and resources were no match for Satan and his 
demons. Yet, when they went out in the name of Jesus, even the demons could not resist them. 
 
Sometimes we are tempted to hold certain parts of our lives back from God. We think we can do 
better than God with our money, talents, relationships, time, possessions, hobbies, etc. The 
reality is, the more we hold onto, the less God will do through us. 
 
When God called me into ministry, I sold everything, packed up my family and headed to bible 
college. My King transformed my talents into meaningful tools for ministry. What a joy! 
 
When we sacrifice for kingdom work, we experience many unplanned joys. But what does Jesus 
say is our greatest joy (10:20b)? 
 
 
 
 
To serve the King with gladness, respond to Him with faith, realize sacrifice results in rejoicing, 
and third ... 
 
Recognize He has full authority (10:21-24). 

In the midst of this spiritual celebration, Jesus begins to pray in the Spirit. He thanks the Father 
for revealing these spiritual realities to His disciples. Then, Jesus makes some shocking 
statements in verse 22. He says: "All things have been handed over to me by my Father." Then, 
what proclamation does Jesus make in the remainder of that verse (22:b-d)? 
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There is no religious practice or magic incantation that can bring us into God' s presence. There 
is no good deed to do, no mountain to climb, no enlightenment to attain, no degree to earn, nor 
any earthly way to earn our access to God. We must come to the Father through His only 
begotten Son. 
 
This is the secret prophets and kings longed to understand in the Old Testament. This is what the 
lost world still does not understand today. The words of Jesus are just as true today as they were 
when He spoke to them: " Blessed are the eyes that see what you see" (10:23). A Christian's 
greatest source of joy is knowing his or her name is in the Book of Life. 
 
To serve our King with gladness, respond to Him with faith, realize sacrifice results in rejoicing, 
recognize He has full authority, and ... 
 
Redirect people to the Gospel (10:25-37). 

After Jesus makes the shocking announcement that no one can know God except those "to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him" (10:22d), a lawyer (expert in the Old Testament) stands up to test 
Jesus. Though the motive of the questioner is corrupt, this is the perfect question for the Son of 
God: "what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" (10:25). 
 
As always, Jesus addresses his heart first, asking, "What is written in the law? How do you read 
it?" (10:26). The well-trained lawyer gives an A+ answer: "You shall love the Lord your God . . . 
and your neighbor as yourself (10:27). However, the lawyer gets an F - on the heart test. He 
wants to show people he is justified by his knowledge and obedience to the Law. What does 
Jesus have to say about people like this lawyer (Luke 16:15)? 
 
 
 
Though the parable of the Good Samaritan (10:30-36) exemplifies being merciful to the poor and 
needy, this is NOT the main point. The main point is no one can perfectly follow the Law. 
Therefore, no one is justified by the Law. Paul explains this in Romans 3:21: the righteousness of 
God has been manifested apart from the law. How are people justified, according to Romans 
3:24? 
 
 
 
 
After the parable, Jesus commands the lawyer: "You go, and do likewise" (10:37) He knows the 
lawyer would realize he could not possibly live up to God's perfect standard. This parable reveals 
to the lawyer, and the onlookers, that their best efforts cannot justify them before the Lord. 
 
Many people, like this lawyer, mistakenly believe they are justified by the good deeds they do. 
However, we should redirect them to the truth of the Gospel. We all fall short of God's perfect 
standard and can only be saved by our faith in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Only 
through this gift of God can we experience the joy of the Lord. 
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To serve King Jesus with gladness, we must respond to Him with faith, realize sacrifice results in 
rejoicing, recognize He has full authority, redirect people to the Gospel, and finally... 
 
Rest in our relationship with the King (10:38-42). 

The final encounter of this chapter takes place in the home of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus 
(though he is not mentioned here). Martha is busy doing the necessary household chores related 
to hosting an honored guest. While she is buzzing about, she is also fuming about her sister 
Mary, who is resting at Jesus' feet. So, Martha asks Jesus to order Mary to get up and help with 
the chores (10:38-40). 
 
Hospitality is a good and important thing. But, in this case, Martha has put a good thing above 
what is the best thing. She is anxious and troubled because her commitment to chores comes 
before her commitment to her Savior. Therefore, Jesus gently rebukes her saying: "Martha, 
Martha ... one thing is necessary" (10:41-42). What is that one thing, according in Psalm 27:4b-
c? 
 
 
 
 
To serve our King with gladness, we must make sure our number-one priority in life is to seek 
the Lord and rest in our relationship with Him. 
 
What are the things in your life that take your focus off the beautiful Word and work of the 
Lord? 


