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What Are Jesus' Duties in the Kingdom? 
(Luke 11:1-54) 

Successful kings have always fulfilled critical duties for their kingdoms. For his kingdom to 
flourish, the king must provide security, uphold the law, administer justice, and promote the 
welfare of the citizens of his kingdom. In this lesson, we will see four duties King Jesus 
fulfills in the eternal kingdom of God. First ... 
 
He mediates for His people (11:1-13). 
Luke begins this chapter with Jesus' lesson about prayer. The disciples often observed Jesus 
praying differently than in the traditional manner. They also realized Jesus' prayers were 
powerful. So, they say, "Lord, teach us to pray" (11:1). Jesus' response is far above anything 
they could have expected. He gives a mandate, a model, and a manner for prayer every 
Christian should understand. Let's briefly look at each of these: 
 
A Mandate for Prayer. Jesus does not say "if you pray," but "when you pray" (11:2). Prayer is as 
vital to our spiritual lives as breathing is to our physical lives. The apostle Paul summarizes the 
appropriate time for prayer in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. Fill in the blanks of these verses: 
 
Rejoice _________________, pray _____________________ __________________, give 
thanks in__________ __________________________; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you. 
 
A Model for Prayer. Jesus also establishes a new pattern for prayer for His followers. It is not a 
prayer to recite mindlessly. Instead, this example highlights the key features of powerful, life-
addressing prayer to our Father. We are to ask for even our most basic needs, admit sins while 
forgiving others, acknowledge our need for heavenly protection, and anticipate the glorious, 
coming kingdom. 
 
A Manner for Prayer. Jesus gives a shocking picture of how His disciples should pray to their 
heavenly King. Earthly kings are aloof and unapproachable. An excellent example is found in the 
time of Esther. What happened if a citizen approached the throne without being summoned 
(Esther 4:11a-b)? 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus grants us unlimited access into the presence of Almighty God, where we are free to "ask, 
seek, and knock" (11:9) Jesus promises our Father will be even more responsive than our closest 
friends. Then, He concludes by comparing God’s concern to earthly fathers: "If you then, who 
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" (11:13). 
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However, this access is only available to those who believe in Jesus Christ. How does the apostle 
Paul describe our access to God (1 Timothy 2:5)? 
 
 
 
 
 
The first kingly duty is Jesus mediates for His people. Next ... 
 
He dominates spiritual powers (11:14-28). 
Just as He has done on many previous occasions, Jesus frees a person from the influence of 
demons (11:14). Everyone is amazed at His spiritual authority over powerful demons. Jesus has 
displayed this spiritual authority so often no one can deny it. So, His enemies accuse Jesus by 
saying: "He casts out demons through Beelzebub, the prince of demons" (11:15). 
 
Jesus dismantles their ridiculous accusation. First, He confirms Satan (Beelzebub) does indeed 
have a kingdom; but that kingdom would be "laid waste" if it were "divided against itself." Next, 
Jesus points to their own Jewish priests who apparently had been able to cast out demons. Were 
they working in unison with Satan? Of course not! How does Jesus turn around their foolish 
accusation in verse 20? 
 
 
 
 
 
But Jesus is just getting started. He goes on to compare Satan to a fully armed strong man who 
protects his turf with weapons and authority. That strong man (Satan) might seem intimidating 
and powerful until "one stronger than he [Jesus] attacks him and overcomes him" (11:22). We 
see a detailed example of this in Luke 8:28. Here is what the legion of demons said to Jesus 
when they came into His presence: "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? I beg you, do not torment me. " 
 
In Christ, we are freed from both the possession by demons and fear of demons. But for those 
who try to fight Satan's kingdom without the power of Jesus, "the last state of that person is 
worse than the first" (11:26b). How can we experience the powerful blessings of Jesus' authority 
(11:28)? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus demonstrates His kingly authority as He mediates for His people, dominates spiritual 
powers, and ... 
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He illuminates dark deceptions (11:29-36). 
 
The crowds continue demanding Jesus perform more miraculous signs. They are saying, "We 
will believe in You, if You will do this or that miracle." It seems they desire a corruptible 
politician they can control, and not an incorruptible King they should serve. 
 
Jesus has already performed sufficient supernatural signs to fulfill the ancient prophecies and 
demonstrate His divine authority. So, He rebukes them and promises only "the sign of Jonah" 
(11:29). This refers to the supernatural event in the Old Testament when God delivered Jonah 
from death (Or possibly resurrected him) in the belly of a great fish (Jonah 1:17). 
 
I have always found it curious when people try to give natural explanations for Jonah's 
supernatural survival inside the stomach of a great fish. The point of this miraculous story is that 
it is IMPOSSIBLE for a person to survive three days in a fish's belly. If there were a natural 
explanation for Jonah staying alive, it would not be a supernatural miracle. 
 
Jonah's story describes how God supernaturally resurrected and rescued a dead man. This 
impossible event serves as a sign to confirm the special message from God. How does Jesus 
explain this in 11:30? 
 
 
 
 
 
God has given the world sufficient supernatural verification to prove the authenticity of the 
Gospel message. No one can say, "If God would just do one more thing for me, then I would 
believe." God offers the gift of salvation to mankind on His terms, not ours. Both God and the 
Gospel are unchanging. How is this beautifully explained in James 1:17? 
 
 
 
 
 
And as we are filled with the light of this unchanging Gospel, the darkness of Satan's deceptions 
is chased away. We become spiritual lamps in a dark world so "those who enter may see the 
light" (11:33b). 
 
We can see King Jesus' authority as He mediates for His people, dominates spiritual powers, 
illuminates dark deceptions, and finally ... 
 
He dictates perfect justice (11:37-54). 
As Jesus finishes speaking, a Pharisee invites Him to dinner. Jesus accepts, but this will not go 
the way the Pharisee is expecting. As they enter the home, Jesus astonishes the hosts by skipping 
the ceremonial washing before the meal. As offensive as that was to the religious leaders, it was 
nothing compared to what Jesus was about to say: "... you Pharisees cleanse the outside of the 
cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. You fools!" (11:39-40a). 
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Jesus follows that powerful statement with a series of woeful condemnations. In fact, Jesus uses 
the word woe six times. The Greek word translated woe is ouai (oo-eye'). It is used to declare a 
warning or a curse. The final woe in verse 52 summarizes Jesus' condemnations: "Woe to you 
lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter yourselves, and you 
hindered those who were entering." 
 
We might wonder why Jesus would speak so bluntly and offensively to these respected religious 
leaders. The reason is Jesus knows these men are misusing God's Law to lead people straight to 
hell. What is in store for these Jewish religious leaders if they do not turn from their path, 
according to Matthew 8:12? 
 
 
 
 
 
When a rescuer is helping someone in the wilderness, in a minor emergency, it is best for the 
rescuer to speak calmly to the patient. However, if a rescuer sees someone approaching imminent 
danger, you call out clearly and powerfully, "Watch out! You are in danger!" 
 
Jesus is rescuing eternal souls. He sees the Pharisees leading people towards imminent 
damnation. The time for polite warnings has passed. So, He calls to them, "Watch out! You are 
in danger!" 
 
In just a few months, Jesus' earthly ministry will be over. At His second coming, King Jesus will 
dictate perfect justice to all those who have rejected Him. There will be no negotiations and no 
second chances. How does the apostle Paul describe this coming justice in Romans 2:5? 
 
 
 
 
 
In His kingdom, Jesus mediates for His people, dominates spiritual powers, illuminates dark 
deceptions, and dictates perfect justice. 
 
 
 
 


